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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Application 

1. Claims 1-39 are pending in this application. 

2. Claims 3 and 37-39 are withdrawn from consideration due to non-elected 
restriction requirement. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 10 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 

1 0 and 1 4 are duplicate claims and listed twice. Applicant should remove one of the 
claims. 

4. Claims 11 and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 

1 1 and 1 5 are duplicate claims and listed twice. Applicant should remove one of the 
claims. 

5. Claims 16 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 
16 and 17 are duplicate claims and listed twice. Applicant should remove one of the 
claims. 

6. Claims 18 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 
18 and 19 are duplicate claims and listed twice. Applicant should remove one of the 
claims. 
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Specification 

7. Specification objected to for failing to disclose claimed subject matter in claims 
16-19 and 30-35. The following limitation are in the claims but not disclosed in 
specification: "escrow service", "bonding service", "Wish List Module", "Buyer's 
Preference Module", and "Custom Catalog Module". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9. Claims 1, 4, 6, 8, 10-12, and 14-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

10. Claim 1 recites the limitation "a sales processing module wherein a buyer may 
complete a transaction with a seller identified through said buyer's search display 
module". The phrase "may" is viewed to be vague and indefinite because it stipulates a 
conditional limitation. Language that suggests or makes optional but does not require 
steps to be performed or does not limit a claim to a particular structure does not limit the 
scope of a claim or claim limitation. 

1 1 . Claims 10 and 14 recite the limitation "said result box". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claims 1 0 and 1 4 are a dependent of 
claim 7, of which there is no prior disclosure of "said result box". It is unclear as to what 
the applicant is referring to. 
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12. Claim 20 recites the limitation "said action box". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 20 is a dependent of claim 1 1 , of which there 
is no prior disclosure of "said action box". It is unclear as to what the applicant is 
referring to. 

13. Claim 22 recites the limitation "said seller contact preferences". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 20 is a dependent of 
claim 19, of which there is no prior disclosure of "said seller contact preferences". It is 
unclear as to what the applicant is referring to. 

14. Claim 24 recites the limitation "said save search function". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 24 is a dependent of claim 21 , of 
which there is no prior disclosure of "said save search function". It is unclear as to what 
the applicant is referring to. 

1 5. Claim 25 recites the limitation "said contact option function permits a buyer to 
request a seller contact said buyer by at least one method selected from the group 
consisting of a telephone, e-mail, traditional mail, or a buyer's search display module". 

It is unclear if function permits a buyer to request a "seller contact" or to request a seller 
to contact said buyer by the means disclosed. Also, there is insufficient antecedent 
basis for the phrase "said contact option function". Claim 25 is a dependent of claim 21 , 
of which there is no prior disclosure of "said contact option function". It is unclear as to 
what the applicant is referring to. 

16. Claim 26 recites the limitation "said matches box". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 26 is a dependent of claim 1 1 , of 
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which there is no prior disclosure of "said matches box". It is unclear as to what the 
applicant is referring to. 

17. Claim 27 recites the limitation "said complements box". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 27 is a dependent of claim 1 1 , of 
which there is no prior disclosure of "said complements box". It is unclear as to what 
the applicant is referring to. 

18. Claim 28 recites the limitation "said statistical alternatives box". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 28 is a dependent of 
claim 1 1 , of which there is no prior disclosure of "said statistical alternatives box". It is 
unclear as to what the applicant is referring to. 

19. Claim 29 recites the limitation "said advertisements box". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 29 is a dependent of claim 1 1 , of 
which there is no prior disclosure of "said advertisements box". It is unclear as to what 
the applicant is referring to. 

20. Claims 30, 32 and 34 recite the limitation "said action box". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claims 30, 32 and 34 are a dependent 
of claim 1 1 , of which there is no prior disclosure of "said action box". It is unclear as to 
what the applicant is referring to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

21 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

22. Claims 1-2, 4-15, 20-21, 23-24, and 26-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Pugliese, III et al. (US Publication No. 2001/0044751 A1). 

23. Regarding claims 1-2 and 36 , Pugliese discloses a system and method of 
fulfilling a buyer's request comprising: entering a buyer's request into a buyer's 
purchase request module (Paragraphs [0009] - [0010]); conducting a search of said 
buyer's purchase request using a seller's search function module (Paragraph [0124], 
Paragraph [0267]); providing offers to a buyer using an offer display module wherein a 
buyer can complete a transaction with a seller using a sales processing module 
(Paragraph [0010], Paragraph [0232]). 

24. Regarding claims 4-5 , Pugliese discloses a system further comprising a seller's 
program (Abstract). 

25. Regarding claims 6-7 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said buyer's 
purchase request module further comprises a natural language search engine 
(Paragraph [0124]). 

26. Regarding claim 8 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said buyer's search 
display module provides a plurality of result boxes (Figure 26). 

27. Regarding claim 9 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said offer display 
module provides a plurality of result boxes (Figure 26). 
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28. Regarding claims 10-11 and 14-15 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said 
result box provides at least a product name, a product description, a seller name, a 
seller contact and an indication as to whether a seller participates in a seller program 
(Paragraph [0206] - [0208]). 

29. Regarding claims 12-13 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said buyer's 
search display module further comprises an action box, a matches box, a complements 
box, a statistical alternatives box and an advertisements box (Abstract, Paragraph 
[0010], Paragraph [0143], Paragraph [0270]). 

30. Regarding claims 20-21 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said action box 
permits a buyer to indicate seller contact preferences (Paragraph [0010] - [0013], 
Paragraph [0140]). 

31 . Regarding claim 23 . Pugliese discloses a system wherein said seller contact 
preferences further comprise a save search function and contact option function 
(Paragraph [0091] - [0092], Paragraph [0221]). 

32. Regarding claim 24 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said save search 
function permits a buyer to save a plurality of said buyer's purchase requests 
(Paragraph [0221]). 

33. Regarding claim 26 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said matches box 
provides matches to a buyer's purchase request (Paragraph [0270]). 

34. Regarding claim 27 . Pugliese discloses a system wherein said complements box 
provides complementary goods or services related to a buyer's purchase request 
(Paragraph [0010]). 
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35. Regarding claim 28 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said statistical 
alternatives box provides goods or services statistically likely to be desired by a buyer 
(Paragraph [0010], Paragraph [0143]). 

36. Regarding claim 29 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said advertisements 
box provides targeted advertising (Abstract). 

37. Regarding claims 30-31 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said action box 
further comprises a Wish List Module (Paragraph [0090]). 

38. Regarding claims 32-33 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said action box 
further comprises a Buyer's Preference Module (Paragraph [0092]). 

39. Regarding claims 34-35 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said action box 
further comprises a Custom Catalog Module (Paragraph [0091], Paragraph [0386]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

40. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

41. Claims 16-19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pugliese, III et al. (US Publication No. 2001/0044751 A1 ) in view of Foth et al. (US 
Patent No. 6,839,690 B1). 
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42. Regarding Claims 16-19 , Pugliese fails to explicitly disclose a system wherein 
said seller's program comprises an escrow and a bonding service. 

43. However, Foth discloses a system wherein said seller's program comprises an 
escrow and a bonding service (Column 4 lines 35-60). 

44. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the teachings of Foth in the device of Pugliese 
reference to include a system wherein said seller's program comprises an escrow and a 
bonding service, for the advantage of providing buyers and sellers conducting online 
transactions to collaboratively enter into a contract. 

45. Regarding claim 22 , Pugliese discloses a system wherein said seller contact 
preferences further comprise a save search function and contact option function 
(Paragraph [0091] - [0092], Paragraph [0221]). 

46. Claim 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pugliese, III et al. (US Publication No. 2001/0044751 A1) in view of official notice. 

47. Regarding Claim 25 , Pugliese fails to explicitly disclose a system wherein said 
contact option function permits a buyer to request a seller contact said buyer by at least 
one method selected from the group consisting of a telephone, e-mail, traditional mail, 
or a buyer's search display module. 

48. However, Examiner takes official notice that an option of contacting a buyer by a 
method selected from a group consisting of a telephone, e-mail, traditional mail, or a 
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buyer's search display module is old and well known in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

49. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a system wherein said contact option function 
permits a buyer to request a seller to contact said buyer by at least one method 
selected from the group consisting of a telephone, e-mail, traditional mail, or a buyer's 
search display module, for the advantage of providing a buyer with a choice of a 
preferred method to be contacted. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Faris Almatrahi whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3326. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/F. Ryan Zeender/ Faris Almatrahi 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 Examiner 

Art Unit 3627 
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